
Injecting vaccine  
storage with reliability

We make use of vaccines on an international scale and it’s estimated that they save around three million lives 
every year. However, despite the unequivocal benefit that vaccines provide, we waste over $20 million worth of 
them annually due to something as seemingly mundane as improper storage. 

Keeping vaccines viable
When selecting the storage container for your vaccines, you need to bear in mind the needs of the application 
and the level of sterility required. Vaccines are highly sensitive and due to their clinical use, must be maintained 
sterile and contamination free. A sterile, single-use container is often the best choice, but you need to be sure 
that it is of a high integrity. Talk about your needs with your manufacturer and ensure that the container and cap 
were developed and tested together, guaranteeing a secure seal. Not only will this ensure the safety of your 
vaccines in terms of limited spillage, but also significantly reduce the potential for cross-contamination when 
different samples are stored within close proximity.

Vaccines can be especially sensitive to temperature changes, for example the H1N1 vaccine must be kept 
between 2-8°C in order for it to remain effective. You therefore need to ensure that you select the best possible 
cold storage equipment (refrigerators, freezers), with the ability to uniformly provide and maintain stable storage 
conditions. Many of today’s cold storage options give you the ability to set temperature parameters, with alarms 
to notify you of deviances immediately.

To make monitoring the temperature of your vaccine storage substantially more manageable, you can also make 
use of wireless monitoring systems, which will text, email or even call you to let you know if the temperature of 
your cold storage device falls outside of your specified range. 

A human touch
Of course, technology can only aid us so far. To guarantee complete reliability of your vaccine storage system, 
it’s imperative to have competent staff that are fully versed in storing and handling vaccines and what to do 
should a system give you that early warning message of temperature deviation!

With both technological and staffing solutions in place, it becomes easy to protect the potency and efficacy of 
your vaccines, providing invaluable peace of mind. 
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