
Moving away from steel

Single-use bioreactors are becoming an increasingly popular choice in the biopharmaceutical industry. Their 
ability to reduce the risk of cross-contamination and eliminate the need to clean equipment has seen them 
quickly become the preferred option amongst many manufacturers.

Faith in a one-time-use technology
One drug development company that’s made the switch from traditional stainless steel to single-use bioreactors 
is Catalent Pharma. The company recently built a new facility containing only single-use equipment, and they’ve 
never looked back.

Dr. Mike Jenkins, general manager of the company, explained that the team went through a detailed evaluation 
of three different types of single-use bioreactors. In this evaluation, they tried and tested each of the systems 
before concluding that the Thermo Scientific bioreactor was their top pick. “It is a great solution for us, in terms 
of ‘been there done that’,” says Jenkins.

A bright but challenging future
Jenkins expressed that his main concern as a user of single-use bioreactors was their ability to keep up with the 
fast-paced and dynamic nature of the industry.

Nevertheless, Jenkins and his team are embracing the efficient technology, and he says that his concerns are 
being put to rest at the various conventions provided by Thermo Scientific. These conventions aim to provide a 
platform for users and experts to troubleshoot and discuss the wider applications of these bioreactors, ensuring 
that single-use technology is more than capable of keeping up with advances in the industry.

“At the end of the day, we really thought [Thermo Scientific] were the gold standard because of their experience. 
Forming strong customer relationships is really important, and I think they’ve served us well from the bioreactor 
end, and equally importantly on a lot of the other consumables and things we work with,” concludes Jenkins.

The innovative technology behind single-use bioreactors combines the features of stainless steel models with 
the practicality of a single-use application to aid in efficient workflows during large-scale cell culture and 

pharmaceutical manufacturing. 
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